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Dear Toastmasters,

Ovation 2010 is behind us! 

My heart is bursting with pleasure and pride as I look back at those four most hectic days of our Toastmasters year. Images and sounds are still fresh in my eyes and ears as we were witness to the 'Alchemy of Articulation' at its best! Sitting in the cool and breathtakingly beautiful environs of Thekkady in Kerala, let me take you down memory lane. 

Cyclone Laila arrived in Chennai much before the over 300 Toastmasters did and helped cool the city. From hot, hotter and hottest, it became wet, wetter and wettest! Laila did find her Majnu and thankfully left us before the event commenced on Thursday, 20 May 2010 at Hotel Green Park, Vadapalani, Chennai.

It all began with a press conference with representation from the leading media of Chennai. For the first time, we had a radio channel as a principal sponsor - Chennailive 104.8 FM. While 30 second ads were broadcast regularly during their shows the channel also broadcast three special chat shows of an hour each. The first featured Conference Chair Nina John, the second had me on it and the last featured the star of our conference - Mark Brown, the 1995 World Champion of Public Speaking. 

The press conference was followed by the district committee meeting where our district officers, division and area governors presented their reports on their achievements in their respective jurisdiction. This has been an outstanding year for D82 and Toastmasters International all thanks to this wonderful team of men and women! 

Friday, 21 May 2010 was the day for the district council meeting. Considering the stupendous growth in the district this year, the council approved the creation of five more divisions and twenty-one new areas. The highlight of the meeting was the election of our team of district officers who will lead the district in 2010-2011, the year of transition for our district. I thank Credentials Chair, PDG Venkat, and District Parliamentarian, RAM Bosco Abraham, for providing the support that made the elections as smooth as possible. 
The newly elected district officers are:
District Governor - Nagaraj Rao

· Lt. Governor Education & Training - D82S M.Z. Saleem

· Lt. Governor Education & Training - D82N Punita Singh 

· Lt. Governor Marketing - D82S Harikumar Santibhavan

· Lt. Governor Marketing - D82N Vinay Jain

Division Governors:

A - Kapila Bandara

B - M.N.Pai

C - Rajan Sinha

D - Amit Kumar

E - Latha Ramanathan

F - Arun Kumar Sridhar

G - Indira Jayaraj

H - Rayhan Waniappa

I - Sudhir Sharma

J - Nanediri Karunasinghe

K - Nirmala Lilly

L - Kumaran Pethi

M - Prasad Sovani

N - Kunal Pabrai
The following are the other District Officers who were appointed:
· District PRO - D82S Jaisy Joseph

· District PRO - D82N N.Mubeen

· District Secretary - Ajit Dembla

· District Treasurer - Arunasalam Balraj

The inaugural ceremony commenced at sharp 6.00pm with a solemn flag march led by charming Toastmasters Indira and Monalisa. Conference Chair Nina John, who worked tirelessly to help plan and execute the conference, welcomed us to Chennai. We felicitated our Chief Guest Jayashree Raveendran, the founder of the Ability Foundation, with the Toastmasters International Communication & Leadership Award. Our Guest of Honour, Past District Governor and Regional Advisor Marketing Region 13, Bosco Abraham, informed us of the amazing growth that the movement had seen in the region and complimented D82 on its progress. Our keynote speaker, Mark Brown, in his inspiring address spoke of how we can unleash our talents and then unwind so that we can be ready for the next challenge! We also recognized achievers of 2009-2010: District Governor Balraj for leading us to the number one position in the world; Division Governor of the year - Division H Governor M.Z. Saleem; Area Governor of the year - Area C1 Governor Jyoti Narula; Club of the year - Chennai Toastmasters Club. To break the monotony were some scintillating dances performed by the dancers of the Hot Shoe Dance Company who mixed samba and latino dances with some contemporary Indian dances. Co-hosts Lalitha Giridhar and Rajiv Nambiar ensured that there was never a dull moment all through! The vote of thanks by host Division G Governor Abraham Zachariah was a prime example of how such speeches must be delivered - essential learning for all Toastmasters!

Saturday, 22 May 2010, was the day for education. Nine sessions by eminent faculty enthralled us with their knowledge, learning and experience. The faculty had been carefully screened and selected by LGET Nagaraj Rao and Education Committee Chair Indira Jayaraj and were appreciated by one and all who attended the sessions. These nine faculty were: Toastmasters - Sabarigirish Kanjully (Pune), Niranjan De Silva (Colombo), Vijayashree (Bangalore), Aditya Maheshwaran (Chennai), R.C. Pavan (Bangalore), K. Srikanth (Bangalore), Sumitra Manmohan (Bangalore) and A. Balraj (Colombo) and non-Toastmaster P.C. Ramakrishna of Chennai. There was also a couple of hours spent in the business networking session, the first of its kind in a district conference. Pattabhiraman deserves a pat for the excellent work he did in this workshop! 

However, the highlight of the day was the two hours session awaited by all the delegates - Mark Brown speaking on the alchemy of articulation! The mesmerized audience listened in rapt attention as Mark unveiled the secrets to becoming a world champion speaker. It was certainly a 'never before, never again' performance from the master himself! Mark endeared himself to all he came in contact with and became a part of the family of District 82 in the few days he spent with us. I have immense gratitude for all our faculty and Mark in particular for sharing themselves and their vast learning with us! 

That night saw must of us with our hair down on the dance floor at the Green Park Hotel. The high spirited Toastmasters partied on till late at night as if there were no tomorrow! 

However, tomorrow did come and the party goers were up early on Sunday, 23 May 2010, to attend the most sought for event - contests! Nine contestants each in the International Speech Contest and the Table Topics Contest provided a visual and auditory treat! In this battle of titans, all eighteen were winners, but the judges led admirably by third time DTM, Janaki Pattanaik, announced the following winners:
International Speech-
· Winner - Aaron Watson, Bangalore Toastmasters Club

· First Runner-up - Dananjaya Hettiarachichi, Smedley Club, Colombo

· Second Runner-up - Neha Jagtap, TCS Maitree Hyderabad Toastmasters

Table Topics - (Contest topic - 'Are politics and religion appropriate topics for conversation?")
· Winner - Rajdeep Manwani, Bangalore Toastmasters Club

· First Runner-up - Dayan D.L. Fernando, CIM Toastmasters Club, Colombo

· Second Runner-up - Dev Wijetunge, The Millennium Toastmasters Club, Colombo

My special commendation to Contest Chair Nagaraj Rao and Contest Masters Gauraav Thakar and Sunil Bafna for their role-model performance! 

There were other winners who were announced as well by District PRO Vinay Jain. These were:
· Best website contest winners judged by a panel from around the world - Winner: Toastmasters Club of Dwarka, New Delhi (http://www.tmdwarka.info/); Runner-up: Toastmasters Club of New Delhi (http://www.tmnd.org/)

· Best Newsletter Contest, Print category - Winner: Deloitte Hyderabad Toastmasters; Runner-up: Kolkata Toastmasters Club 

· Best Newsletter Contest, Electronic category - Winner: Mangalore Toastmasters Club; Runner-up: Wordsmiths Toastmasters Club, Chennai

We also recognized the DTMs of 2009-10 who are M.Z.Saleem, K. Srikanth, Poonam Jain, Kumaran Pethi, Deepak Justin (his second DTM!), Ashok Nayak, Deepak Lekhi, Janaki Prasad Pattanaik (his third DTM!) and Jayan Narayanan. They have proved through their dedication that achieving a seemingly impossible award is very much possible!   

More recognitions followed with the presentation of the Golden Gavel Award to the ten outstanding clubs of our district who achieved nine of the ten DCP goals in a record-breaking five months from the start of the year. The list of these clubs is appended to this email. 

The closing ceremony, anchored by humor champ Rajesh Natrajan, witnessed the installation of the district officers for 2010-11. This was followed by an inspiring acceptance speech by District Governor Elect Nagaraj Rao who exhorted us to 'achieve greatness together', the theme of incoming TI President Pat Johnson and D82 for 2010-11. The event came to a close with a vote of thanks by Conference Co-Chair Rajiv Gabriel who proved an extremely gracious host all through the event. 

This conference was a labour of love for all those who were associated with its conceptualization, planning and execution. These were Conference Chair and Co-Chair Nina John and Rajiv Gabriel and Division G Governor Abraham Zachariah with committee chairs Akshay Bothra, Adhivarahan K., Rajesh Lenin, Deepak Pandian, Keerthana, Indira Jayaraj, Lalitha Giridhar, Jagdish Goswami, Sebastian Gomes, Vikram Nagaraj and Janaki Prasad Pattanaik. Through it all LGET Nagaraj Rao supervised the preparations and was always available to lend a helping hand. My special thanks also go out to IPDG Balraj for his assistance in coordinating Mark Brown's travel on Srilankan Airlines. However, my stars were the foot soldiers - Toastmasters from across Chennai - who were there to cater to the smallest needs of the delegates. They served selflessly behind the scenes at the registration desk, at the credentials desk, as sergeants-at-arms and through all spheres of the conference winning themselves the admiration of all present! I also express my gratitude to the others in the district team - LGM Saleem, PRO Vinay Jain, Secretary Sudhir Sharma, Treasurer Saman Perera, Asst LGET Ajit Dembla and Asst LGM Kumaran Pethi who by their presence were pillars of support! 

My special thanks also go out to IPDG Balraj for his assistance in coordinating Mark Brown's travel on SriLankan Airlines. However, my stars were the foot soldiers - Toastmasters from across Chennai - who were they to cater to the smallest needs of the delegates. They served selflessly behind the scenes at the registration desk, as sergeants-at-arms, at the credentials desk and through all spheres of the conference drawing admiration from all those they came in contact with!

Thank you Toastmasters for making Ovation 2010 a success! They do deserve a standing ovation! 

Ovation 2010 is behind us but we have built a bridge this year of excellence in communication and leadership. We further extend this bridge to Reverberations 2010 which will be held in Mumbai from 26 to 28 November 2010. Read more about it and register now for another great event waiting for you!

Best regards,

Deepak
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