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Nagaraja Rao, DTM
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Dear Toastmasters of India and Sri Lanka,

It has been quite some time since I wrote to you. After those hectic two years at the helm of affairs, I needed a break. In the past two months I have been able to reconnect with my work, family and friends. It felt great but now I am beginning to miss all the fun and action!

The 80th International Convention of Toastmasters International at Las Vegas was very special for me personally as well as for D82 for the following reasons:

· All the top officers of both districts 82 and 41 were present for the training.

· As IPDG of the district ranked #1 in the world, I had the unique honour of carrying the official toastmasters’ flag at the Parade of Flags during the opening ceremony. This was a poignant moment as it would be the last time the historic flag bearing the TI logo would be seen at the convention(From this year, a new logo has been introduced and the new flag carried that logo)

· At the Hall of Fame ceremony the next day, we were honoured on stage for being #1, fourth time in succession. We had chartered 73 new clubs. This earned me two awards- Presidents Distinguished District award and Presidents Extension award; DTM Punita and DTM Saleem received the Excellence in Education and Training awards while DTM Harikumar and TM Vinay Jain received the Excellence in Marketing awards.

· Robin Sharma, recipient of the Golden Gavel award congratulating me for the success of the district will remain as one of the unforgettable moments of my life.

· I also had the privilege of being an anonymous contest official at the finals of world championship of public speaking.

· Past District Governor DTM Deepak Menon, as Region Advisor of Region 13, played a major role in training and orientation of district officers from across the globe.

· History was made when for the first time, a member of District 82, DTM Balraj Arunasalem, was elected as a member of the Board of Directors of TI. As International Director representing region 13, DTM Balraj will play an important role in formulating the strategy and planning for future growth of the organisation. 

My hearty congratulations to all the leaders and achievers at all levels- club, area, division and district and especially to the individual members,  who worked collectively to bring our district on to the world stage. I am happy to share with you that the December issue of the Toastmaster magazine will carry a special article about District 82 and its stupendous success! 

Now for the good news you have been waiting for: the best performers of the year 2010-2011. After following an elaborate process & guidelines formulated by DTMs Deepak, Punita and Saleem, we have arrived at the final results and the winners are:

Current District 41:
· Division Governor of the Year:  Division C - Rajan Sinha
· Area Governor of the Year:  Area C2 - Ritu Arora 
· Best Club of the Year:  Indian School of Business, Area F2 - Hyderabad 
Current District 82:
· Division Governor of the Year:  Division J - Nanediri Karunasingha 
· Area Governor of the Year:  Area G4 - S N Venkatesh
· Best Club of the Year:  Medley Toastmasters Club, Area G3 - Chennai 
Congratulations! The awards will be presented to the winners during the semi annual conferences – the REVERBERATION  at Mangalore and RESONANCE at Pune! Be there to cheer for them!

Let us continue our march towards excellence!

Thanks and regards, 
Nagaraj
District 82 • Where Leaders Are Made


