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September 15, 2011

Dear Toastmasters,

For the last 6 Sundays, a band of 14 Toastmasters from 6 Clubs of Kolkata worked with 100 students of the Sir Syed Group of Schools helping enhance their public speaking, leadership and soft skills. The program was also simultaneously run in Delhi and Chennai and was supported by the American Center.

Yesterday was the last day and we had a fabulous closure ceremony, certificates to students and faculty as well as demonstration speeches and evalaution by select students. Please find attached a Press Coverage of the same published in the Bengal Post today.
Led by Toastmaster Kunal Pabrai, the program provided a unique opportunity of us Toastmasters to give something back to Society. The experience of Toastmasters who participated in the program were:

VISHAL CHURIWAL (KTM): Many thanks for prodding me to be a part of such an extraordinary experience.The students were very friendly, and their gestures and emotions made us feel like celebrities. It was such an eye-opener as to why we need to give back to society (highly satisfying).
NILISHA ROY SHAH (PWC): It was really an encouraging and empowering 6 weeks. The students were very warm and welcoming :) It was great spending time with them :)


AYAN PAL (CJTM/ IBM): t was an amazing experience that I would cherish forever. Saying goodbye was the toughest thing to do.

SIDDHARTHA CHURIWAL (KTM/CJTM): It was an awesome six weeks and the students' gesture during the closing ceremony made it so much more worthwile :)

AKANCHA GUPTA (CJTM): The Youth Leadership Program was more than taking lessons or teaching - it was my first experience of interacting with bright children who did not have the opportunities that we did. I have learnt more than I could have hoped to teach them!

SATYADIP BASU (TCS): It was a very enriching experience and an opportunity to give back to society what we learned from Toastmasters. I sincerely believe that to teach is to learn twice...and I am sure all of us have learnt tremendously from this experience!

NANDINI JAJODIA (SLTM): It was a very good learning experience for me. These children are really brave - I wouldn't have had the courage to speak in public at their age. There is so much more to learn...and grow!


NILANJAN SIL (IBM): It was more than a teaching experience - a true learning experience. We developed a great bonding with the students and ACCESS teachers and this will remain one of my most memorable experiences in Toastmasters and even otherwise!


VARUN JAJOO (CJTM): In one word - Awesome! The students' eagerness was just wonderful and I wish I could spend more time with them. This was one of the best experiences I could have had. Thank you Toastmasters~!!~

SILADITYA BANERJEE (IBM): I was very happy to be part of the sessions - the students really worked hard and showed great improvement over the period. I was really fortunate to be part of such a initiative!

NAVEEN MISRA (KTM): This experience was truly extraordinary - the children's enthusiasm, their eagerness to learn and their sheer determination to fight against all odds was truly educative. I feel I was privileged to be with them - learning much more than I could teach; and taking much more (in love) than I could give (in knowledge)!

Apart from them, Toastmaster Sayantan Roy (TCS) was also in involved. Thanks to all of them for making this programme the success that it was!!


Best regards

A Rahim


CLICK TO ENLARGE
District 82 • Where Leaders Are Made

